
Extemporaneous Speaking Rules  
Extemporaneous Speaking is a limited preparation event. Topics are drawn from current 
events. The topics focus on any topic in domestic, international or business news. Competitors 
are given 2 possible topics and 20 minutes to prepare a 7-minute speech. During the 
preparation time, competitors may use any physical or digital news clippings they have brought. 
 
Extemporaneous Speech Rules  
 

1. Competitors must provide a 3x5 index card and a writing utensil. Any sources cited in 
the speech must be acknowledged verbally during the speech and noted on the card. 
The card will be held by the competitor when presenting the speech and should be kept 
by the competitor through the end of the tournament.   

 
2. Competitors may speak for up to 7 minutes. There are 15 seconds of grace time. 

Competitors who go over the 15 seconds of grace time will receive time penalties.  
 

3. Any use of characterization, singing or dancing should be minimal and make sense with 
the topic and thesis of the speech. It is not allowed to share a complete speech in 
characterization other than that of the competitor.  

 






