
Open Interpretation Rules  
Open Interpretation is a literary interpretation event in which the competitor chooses a 
published or self-authored piece of literature, cuts the work into a presentation, acts out all the 
roles, and directs all the action. Open Interpretation provides substantial freedom of 
imagination to competitors. Without sets, props or costumes available, competitors use body 
language, facial expressions, and voice to create rich characters and settings. Open 
Interpretation gives competitors the opportunity to present classic literature and works with 
high literary merit in a dynamic, entertaining way. Open Interpretation Speeches may be 
dramatic or humorous in tone.   
 
Open Interpretation Speech Rules  

1. Competitors may speak for up to 10 minutes. There are 15 seconds of grace time. 
Competitors who go over the 15 seconds of grace time will receive time penalties.  

2. If competitors choose to include singing, it should be motivated by the original source. 
Up to 150 words may be sung in total in the speech.   

3. Dancing should be limited in nature and make sense with the original source material.  
4. Sound effects are allowed.  
5. One published or self-authored work must be used as the source material for each 

speech.  
6. An introduction must be presented. It must be delivered at the beginning of the speech 

and may be after a short teaser section.  The introduction must include the title and 
author of the literature selection.   

7. A conclusion may also be used. If used, the conclusion must be the final words of the 
speech.  

8. The introduction and conclusion combined may be up to 150 words, not including the 
title and author of the literature selection.  The introduction and conclusion must be 
written by the competitor(s). Any sources referenced in the introduction or conclusion 
must be acknowledged verbally, including the literature selection.  

 
Open Interpretation Literature Cutting Rules  

1. The original source may be cut to fit the time limit.  
2. It is permissible to cut phrases from several sentences and string them together, but it is 

not permissible to string together individual words from separate sentences to create 
original sentences. Single words may only be used for transitions or character 
identification.  

3. Repeating an author’s words is permitted even when the author does not do so.  
4. Lines may be reassigned to any other existing character in the work. If that necessitates 

changing an author’s words for pronoun substitution, verb tense, or subject-verb 
agreement, those changes are allowed.  






