
Original Oratory Rules  
Original Oratory is a platform speech. It is a 10-minute speech written, memorized, and 
presented by the competitor. Because competitors prepare their Original Oratory speech 
scripts throughout the season, they are able to present topics they care deeply about and have 
researched well. The topic is entirely of the competitor’s choosing. The speech may seek to 
inform, inspire or persuade the judges. It may be serious or humorous in tone.  
 
Original Oratory Speech Rules  

1. All general speech rules must be followed.  
 

2. Competitors may speak for up to 10 minutes. There are 15 seconds of grace time. 
Competitors who go over the 15 seconds of grace time will receive time penalties.  

 
3. A competitor may directly quote a maximum of 350 words total in the speech. Directly 

quoted words may be sprinkled throughout the speech as long as they are verbally 
attributed and cited properly.  

 






